
  

 

 

17th March 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Clearly this is a very unsettling time with conflicting advice being offered around how best to follow 
guidance around social distancing, large group meetings/events and self-isolation while keeping 
school open. I would like to reassure you that we are persisting in trying to ensure school remains 
open while managing risks effectively. 
 
We have had a number of pupils and staff who have had to self-isolate today and it is almost 
inevitable there will be more cases in the next few weeks. Please be vigilant in following advice 
offered around treating suspected cases of COVID-19. 
 
While we will continue to open to pupils for as long as possible, the logistics of maintaining a safe 
and secure provision will become increasingly complex as staff and pupil numbers fluctuate, so this 
may necessitate at some point class groups accessing school on a rolling timetable. 
 
I am meeting with staff tonight to distribute a contingency plan for supporting ongoing learning in 
the event of a rolling timetable or closure being required. In the sad event where closure is 
necessary class teachers or TAs will contact you to explain details of how an educational offer can be 
maintained remotely. 
 
Could I please encourage you to keep lines of communication open with school so we can ensure all 
information is shared effectively? Any changes to personal details, including phone numbers are 
essential. If you have not provided school with a personal email this may prove exceptionally helpful 
in the next few weeks should closure be unavoidable. 
 
As things stand the Government are still undecided on enforced school closures, but if this changes I 
will make sure this is shared with you as soon as possible. 
 
If you have any concerns or queries please contact the school office in the first instance, but please 
be patient as we are receiving a lot of calls and requests for information. 
 
Should closure be necessary (non-personal) mobile phone numbers for staff with key responsibilities 
will be shared on the school website homepage.  
 
Further advice will continue to be offered through the school’s website page for parent letters: 
https://www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk/information/parent-letters 
 
I look forward to your continued cooperation in keeping pupils and staff as safe as possible, while 
adhering to government advice and guidance. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

David Bownds 

Headteacher 
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https://www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk/information/parent-letters


Shortly after sending this letter I received the following update advice from the Government. 

This is your daily email to keep you updated on the government’s response to COVID-19 

(coronavirus). 

New guidance for households with symptoms 

Yesterday, the Government introduced new guidance on whole household isolation in response to 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak:  

 if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), however mild, stay at 

home for 7 days from when your symptoms started 

 if you live with others and you or another member of the household have symptoms of 

coronavirus, then all household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 

days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. It 

is likely that people living within a household will infect each other or be infected already. 

Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the 

household could pass on to others in the community 

 for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home for 

7 days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they are on in the 

original 14-day isolation period. 

The symptoms are:  

 A high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) 

 A new, continuous cough 

The full stay at home guidance for households with these symptoms can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance  

The Prime Minister’s statement from Monday 16 March can be found here:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-coronavirus-16-march-2020  

 

The current medical and scientific advice is for schools and other educational establishments to stay 

open. If this changes and the Chief Medical Officer and the Chief Scientific Adviser say closing 

schools, colleges, and early years settings is in the best interests of children and teachers the 

Department will take that step.  

The full announcement made by Gavin Williamson can be viewed here:  

https://youtu.be/UkW7QcTsBcY   

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/routine-ofsted-inspections-suspended-in-response-to-

coronavirus  
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