
  

 

 

 

31st March 2020 

Re: Loxley Hall and Easter holiday closure 

Having considered all the influencing factors relating to the proposal for schools to remain open for 

a small number of pupils through the Easter period the school leadership, Chair of Governors and 

Academy Trust’s Chief Executive Officer have consulted.  

Given that an increasing number of staff and pupils are reporting the need to self-isolate due to 
illness, or are doing so to protect vulnerable relatives, staff numbers available for face-to-face work 
is diminishing as the weeks roll on. Equally the demand for places is extremely low and 
parents/carers have indicated that they are able to care for their child at home, making such a child 
care facility redundant.  
 
I would like to reinforce our commitment to work in consultation with parents and carers on an 
individual level to, if at all possible, keep children at home and contribute to the national effort of 
containing the virus. Doing this reinforces the importance of the government’s stress that “If it is at 
all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.” I would hope to continue to uphold this 
advice with your support – for our collective health, safety and wellbeing.  
 
Closing the school site to pupils and staff over the Easter holidays will allow staff to be able to 
continue to support the outreach efforts which parents and carers have indicated they value so 
much. Opening site would dilute the school’s ability to perform consistent and effective safe and 
well checks on the most vulnerable pupils and support to their families; reduce the opportunity for 
delivery of Free School Meals food parcels and take staff away from the ongoing, day-to-day pastoral 
and educational support offered. 
 
We do recognise that over the Easter period it may be important for you to be able to contact 
someone from school if you have concerns. The numbers of the senior leaders are at the bottom of 
this page. 
 
We are hoping that this enforced nationwide closure of schools will lift sooner rather than later, as 
such we will continue the same programme of support after the holidays. We appreciate the 
feedback you have offered to date, please keep open lines of communication with your child’s 
teachers and TAs. Please ensure too that we have the latest contact details for you. 
 
I realise that this situation is not satisfactory for any of us, but as part of the national effort in 

combatting COVID-19 please persist in your efforts – ‘Stay home. Support the NHS. Save lives.’ 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
David Bownds, Headteacher 
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In the event of essential or emergency contact please note the details below. The numbers are not 

personal contacts but school owned mobile phones. Not all senior leaders will be available on the 

same days. 

Contact numbers: 

David Bownds (Headteacher, Deputy DSL)    07592003813  

Mike Snowden (Deputy Head, Designated Safeguarding Lead)   07395926233 

Andrew Teague (Head of Care Deputy DSL)     07518604310 

 

Free School Meals update 

Government have published this guidance relating to Free School Meals today. If your child receives 

Free School Meals it may help explain in greater detail the letter I sent earlier this week. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-

school-meals-guidance-for-schools 
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