
  

 

 

22nd May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

I am conscious that I have not written to you this week to offer an update, but did not 

want to leave it any longer to offer you some sort of information. If you recall I 

referenced the Special School Guidance in my last letter and it is this we have been 

building our plans on for the next half term. 

 

The good news is that we will be looking to expand our offer of places to a wider group 

of pupils over next half term, though the exact date is yet to be confirmed. I am sure 

you have seen in the press that Education Unions and the Government are still at odds 

as to how best to open schools safely and efficiently. For all headteachers the concern 

is very much to do with how this can be achieved with minimal risks to all.  

 

I attended a conference call this week with Local Authority leaders as an SEMH school 

representative. The call related to an ‘Education Recovery Group’ where lots of topics 

relating to school reopening were on the agenda. Topics included: 

 Special School Principles for reopening 

 Whole School and Individual Risk assessments  

 Transport  

 Transition plans 

 Arrangements for those staying at home 

 Implementation of updated and new Government guidance 

 

I have also received a letter from the local Authority that they have asked me to 

forward to all parents and carers. You can see that here: 

https://www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk/images/image_gallery/large/1590155526.pdf 

 

We are now awaiting further, more specific Special School guidance that will hopefully 

offer direction around how best to move forward with reopening. In the meantime we 

have made plans to revise the current offer and look to create ‘bubbles’ of pupils and 

staff within the school.  

 

Whatever the new guidance states will obviously inform our plans next half term. 

Hopefully by then the Government and Education Unions will have agreed on what is 

best. Though it has been confirmed that no secondary schools will reopen before 

September, just that pupils in year 10 should have some ‘face to face contact’ with 

teachers.  

 

Once Academy Trust leaders and I have seen the new guidance we will be able to 

review the draft plans and the timeline for our proposals around wider reopening. At 
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this point I will be able to offer a template to parents and carers for the phased 

reopening and how we will be managing the related health and safety.  

 

For now I will assure you that all our draft risk assessments and management plans are 

extremely thorough. We have considered all the advice and guidance offered to date 

and made sure that we will have the right contingencies in place. Staff have received 

training and will be given an induction on return to school around the measures in place. 

Likewise, the pupils will have a similar induction on their return to school.  

 

We are working hard behind the scenes to ensure that when we do open to greater 

numbers of pupils we can ensure the safety of all children and staff. But until we 

receive clear guidance on the systems and processes required to do this our offer will 

remain as it is, albeit with some subtle changes. 

 

I trust you are well, stay safe! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David Bownds 

Headteacher 


