
  

 

 

29th May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Government have recently updated their guidance for special schools. In light of our 

drafted plans for increasing the number of pupils accessing site next half term I 

thought it may help to draw your attention to some aspects of the advice contained in 

the document “Supporting children and young people with SEND as schools and colleges 

prepare for wider opening.” 

 

Supporting children in special schools 

For all children and young people with an EHC plan in special education settings, 

such as special schools… settings should encourage attendance based on the 

child’s risk assessment, which should be kept up to date, and on the ability of 

the setting to provide for their needs. Decisions should not be made using the 

child’s year group as a primary deciding factor. In these settings, year groups 

may not be as indicative of key transition points or moments that are 

particularly important for life chances. Children and young people who have been 

attending a specialist setting should continue to do so.  

 

From 1 June (provided the conditions for a phased return are met), special 

schools… should work towards welcoming back as many children and young people 

as can be safely catered for in their setting. This should be done without 

specific regard to year groups, unless that is appropriate for the individual child 

or young person. 

 

Our aim is for specialist provision to support increasing numbers of children and 

young people to access on-site education, whilst prioritising the safety of 

children, young people and staff. If it is not possible to bring back all children 

and young people for whom a return would be appropriate straight away, for 

example, due to staff absences, settings may want to prioritise attendance for: 

 

 children and young people approaching key transition points, for example, 

transition to another educational setting or from education to adult life, 

particularly where multi-agency work to secure that progression is needed 

 children and young people who most need on-site provision to support their 

life chances and development, for example to reinstate routines and 

engagement with learning 

 

In order to ensure as many children and young people as possible are actively 

transitioning back to on-site education in specialist settings, we encourage the 

use of flexible approaches. This may include: 
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 part-time timetables and attendance rotas 

 blended onsite and home learning 

 phased returns for individuals or groups 

 children and young people being offered blocks of time on-site on a rotating 

basis 

 

You can see the whole document here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-

assessment-guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance 

 

Our current draft plans fall into line with this guidance. There are plans to increase 

access for pupils in our phased plan but we have also to ensure we have taken account 

of: 

 individual and environmental risk assessments 

 priority needs of keyworker and vulnerable pupils 

 staff available and related student-staff ratios  

 site specific issues such as room size, provision of food, managing break-times, 

management of social distancing. 

 Use of PPE and related hygiene 

 Availability of staff with appropriate qualifications – first aid, food hygiene, etc. 

 

As I have stated previously this will mean that not all pupils will be able to attend and 

those that do may have limited access in the mid-term. Over the next few weeks we 

will be contacting parents and carers to discuss any plans, concerns or barriers to a 

safe return to school.  

 

There have been some concerns raised about shared taxis and social distancing in 

recent meetings, when I have further guidance on this I will inform you as soon as 

possible.  

 

Some parents have again raised concerns about their child not attending due to health 

concerns, anxiety about the virus and social distancing, or in instances of shielding 

vulnerable family members. To reiterate, the guidance clearly states:  

 
“Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time, and schools and 

colleges will not be held to account for attendance levels.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june  

 

I hope you can appreciate that I am not being evasive with not sharing our detailed 

draft plans as yet. I am conscious that it would not be helpful to any of us to set 

‘concrete’ plans out only for them to change as new guidance is released. The education 

Unions, the DfE and Government still have many details to confirm before I feel we can 

offer a solid roadmap for the next few months. I will be consulting school governors 

and Academy Trust leaders about this over the weekend and into next week. 

 

Thanks again for your continued patience and support. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 

David Bownds 

Headteacher 


