
  

 

 

4th June 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Further to my last few letters about wider reopening I would like to update you on a 

few positive steps that we have been able to make in the last few weeks. As you are 

doubtless aware the reopening of some schools from June 1st has created a lot of 

debate and anxiety nationwide, however throughout this period we have continued to 

offer places to some pupils, deliver food parcels, remote learning and necessary safe 

and well checks.  

 

We are now in a position where our risk assessments and on-site management in relation 

to COVID-19 have been thoroughly reviewed and agreed by school leadership and the 

governing body. We have now forwarded these to the Academy Trust’s board of 

Directors for their final approval. The staff team and representatives who have 

consulted their unions have had sight of these documents and processes and 

procedures are in place to keep these evaluated and reviewed weekly. This does not of 

course mean that all risks can be eliminated, but we have robust methods of reducing 

risks in all areas where possible. 

 

If we have approval for our plans and assessments from Directors we will be looking to 

create further ‘bubbles’ within the school setting. This will have a number of 

implications. Firstly it may mean that pupils currently attending will have slightly 

reduced access to make way for others to attend part time. It does however have the 

positive impact of allowing more pupils access to school throughout the week. The 

hindrance of course being the maximum number of pupils we can have in one room and 

related availability of staff. 

 

I must stress that ALL our plans and your child being offered a place rely on the 

following factors: 

 Availability of staff to manage pupils 

 Individual risk assessments of pupils and their behaviours 

 Transport  

 Medical needs 

 Changes in government guidance 

 Availability of hygiene products 

 Pupil responses to rules and expectations 

 

With all these factors accounted for we will look to open our Armitage site for year 10 

pupils from Monday 15th June. This will allow them some transitional experience before 

starting year 11. If you have a child in year 10 you should now have had some 

communication from Mr Snowden about next year’s plans, but if for any reason you 

haven’t please let us know and he can contact you back as soon as possible. The site 
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size, social distancing and related COVID-19 risk management means it is unlikely we 

can offer a full timetable to any pupils – much will depend on the number of places 

offered being taken up. Mr Marshall the Vocational Development Officer will be 

managing this, so he will be looking to contact parents and carers next week should our 

plans be approved and risk management allow. 

 

Following this we will review the success of the phased plans and our ‘bubble’ strategy 

and look to expand our provision on-site at Loxley, though the same process for 

assessing any expanded offer will be followed. I would hope to be able to update you on 

this sometime in the next few weeks. 

 

Some local authorities have taken the step to provide single occupancy taxis for all 

pupils to ensure social distancing, but as of today there has been no such decision by 

Staffordshire. If your child currently shares a taxi it would mean that they would 

continue to do so. We have little influence over this so cannot demand that the 

Transport department respond to any such request. You are of course free to make 

your own decision about whether you feel shared transport is appropriate for your 

child. To reassure you - the same guidance I have referred to in previous letters still 

stands. 

“Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time, and schools and 

colleges will not be held to account for attendance levels.” 

 

Please ensure you communicate these points listed below to your child prior to them 

attending: 

 

 Discussions with children – please discuss a return to school with your child. 

They may well be scared or anxious about this. If we can help in any way then 

please contact us for advice or information. 

 Arrival - Staff will conduct a back to school ‘induction’ where they will have the 

rules and expectations around social distancing and hygiene explained. They will 

be required to watch a short video about Coronvirus too. 

 Hand washing - Pupils will be expected to wash their hands regularly and use 

sanitiser too. Staff will prompt them around this. 

 Bubbles - It may be we will need to adjust arrival and leaving times to ensure 

pupils can socially distance as they arrive and move to their ‘bubble’. Each bubble 

will have its own entry/exit handwashing and toilet facilities. They will stay in 

these bubbles with the same staff and pupils to minimise social contact. 

 Limited movement - ‘Zones’ have been established with a colour coded site map 

which ensures even when outside the classroom pupils will only be allowed to 

move within an identified area. They will not be allowed to move into another 

zone. Many areas of the school are locked to students and staff. 

 Staff - Staffing will be kept as consistent as possible to each bubble, though we 

cannot guarantee any students will be with their teacher or TA. The staff will 

only change in the event of a member of the team being unavailable. 

 Classrooms – your child may not be in their classroom, but in all rooms pupils will 

be in marked out areas of the room to encourage social distancing. Pupils will not 



share equipment or stationary. Any items that are necessarily shared will be 

cleaned between use. 

 Hygiene- Classroom doors will be open at all times to stop the children having to 

touch them to open them. New lidded pedal bins have been purchased for each 

room and will be emptied by the cleaners. Children will use paper 

towels/disposable tissues for drying hands and sneezes and we will reinforce the 

‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ idea. Children will use toilets one at a time, washing their 

hands before returning to class.  

 Curriculum - we are not able to offer our full, broad and balanced curriculum. 

We will be delivering some aspects of learning content at school through these 

will vary in content and subject. Our initial focus will be on settling them back in, 

establishing a routine and developing positive mental health and relationships 

with staff and each other.  

 Lunchtimes – Children will be eating their lunches in the classrooms. A packed 

lunch will be provided for all pupils as will drinks. Pupils bringing their own food 

into school will not be allowed to swap or share items. 

 Uniform – Please do not send your child in school uniform. Staff and children will 

need to be in casual clothes and footwear that are suitable for both indoor and 

outdoor activities. These clothes should be washed each night and clean clothes 

worn the next day. 

 Cleaning – Each classroom will contain a ‘Covid 19 cleaning pack’ which will be 

stocked each day and will contain – hand sanitizer, paper towels, face masks, 

disposable gloves, safety glasses, and disinfectant cleaning materials.  

 PPE – Staff have access to appropriate PPE. In accordance with Government 

guidelines staff will wear full PPE if; a child shows symptoms of Coronavirus, or 

have to carry out intimate personal care or first aid.  

 Personal items – In order to reduce any possible cross contamination we ask 

that your child only bring a water bottle and a packed lunch (if they are not 

having a school packed lunch.) Please ensure you wash the lunchbox each night.  

 Warm weather – given the weather has been so good recently and the extent of 

outdoor activities please either apply 24 hour sun lotion before school or provide 

your child with appropriate and named sun screen. The child must then apply it 

for themselves. Please also send a hat on very hot days as we will be doing 

outdoor activities as recommended by the Government where possible. Please do 

not send your child with other items from home. 

 Please help us – Do not send your child into school if they are showing any of 

the symptoms of Covid-19 including a new and persistent cough, a high 

temperature (over 37.8 degrees) or a loss of smell or taste.  

 Illness – should a child or staff show symptoms while on site they will be 

removed from their bubble and placed in a designated isolated area with its own 

toilet/washing facilities. They will return home at the earliest available 

opportunity and be transported by parents or carers. 

 

Many thanks for your ongoing patience and support. Feel free to contact school if you 

wish to discuss any details. 

 

Yours sincerely, 



 

David Bownds 

Headteacher 


