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23rd June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I apologise for the long gap since my last letter to you, there has been little to 

report and government guidance has remained largely unchanged. However last 

night’s comments about schools opening to all pupils in September and the 

suggested figure of £1 billion ‘catch up’ funding means school leaders are now 

able to start considering what this could look like. Hopefully the guidance that 

has been promised in the ‘next few weeks’ will allow us to make secure plans. Once 

we can be certain then I will communicate these plans to you. 

As things stand we have gradually and successfully extended our offer to more 

pupils. As you can imagine with increasing numbers of pupils on site the logistics 

and practicalities of managing each bubble becomes more complex. The 

suggestion that the 2m rule will be relaxed to 1m soon will be a big help with this.  

Senior leaders will be contacting more families this week with a view to entering 

the next phase of our plans and try to encourage more pupils to attend before 

the summer holidays. This will mean introducing new bubbles if staffing and 

related risk assessments allow. However this may also mean a reduction of time 

on site for some pupils to allow us to extend the offer to a larger number of 

pupils. It may mean that pupils who have been attending consistently since 

lockdown was initiated may need to ‘finish’ the year a week or two early to allow 

others, who have yet to come into school, to attend for at least a few days/weeks 

before the 6 week holiday. 

We have plans in place over the summer to continue to provide some food parcels, 

vouchers, home visits and wellbeing calls, but these will be less frequent than the 

last . Many staff have worked tirelessly through the last 14 weeks with very little 

time off – consistently giving up evenings, weekends and holidays to ensure our 

delivery has been consistent and up to date. It is important that they are able to 

take some time to rest before resuming school in September.  
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I have had no specific guidance or advice on summer holiday offers that have 

been mentioned in the press – summer schools, clubs and activities. Obviously 

given we serve the whole county and transport is key to attendance this will not 

be on-site at Loxley Hall. If I get any information on this then I will pass it on to 

you all immediately. 

We are currently having a lot of work done on site after further difficulties with 

the school boilers, but we have used the time wisely to ensure that in the next 

few weeks and into the summer break we can get essential work done so it will not 

impinge on the autumn term. 

Sadly our year 11 pupils will officially leave us on Friday, but without the usual 

awards evening and round of goodbyes. We are hoping to be able to make 

arrangements in the autumn to allow them to be able to say goodbye to school, 

staff and friends in other year groups. But until then we can only wish them the 

very best in their future and encourage them to keep us up to date with what 

they are doing – we love to hear from all our ex-pupils! 

Thank you again for the universally positive attitude of you all throughout a very 

challenging period of time. Your ongoing patience and support is very much 

appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 

 

 


