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14th July 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Before we enter the summer holiday period I wanted to write to you to confirm the plans for 

September opening to all pupils. Government have said that current guidance will be 

‘reconfirmed’ on 11th August in light of up-to-date figures on coronavirus infection.  

It seems safe to say now that as things stand there is no reason to believe the guidance will 

change – however I have asked the school’s senior leaders to reconvene on Monday 24th August 

to re-review and confirm our plans. I will write to you again that week. 

Our plans and risk assessments have all been viewed and approved by the school’s governing 

body and have been forwarded to the Academy Trust’s leadership also. I am confident that 

our plans all fall in line with current guidance. You can see that guidance at the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-

other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-

settings 

I have tried to summarise below some of the key points which you may like to know. Obviously 

it’s not practical to share the full details of plans or risk assessments in this letter – the 

whole school risk assessment can be found on the website: 

https://www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk/images/image_gallery/large/1594655840.pdf 

Here is a summary of the key things you may like to know: 

 All pupils have been offered a place to start on 2nd September, there will be no phased 

return.  

 School starts at 9am, though pupils’ taxis will arrive at staggered times. All pupils will 

move from the car park to their form rooms. This is mirrored at the end of the school 

day with taxis departures staggered. 

 The whole school will effectively be one large bubble, but where possible movements on 

the timetable are limited and handover times between lessons are staggered to prevent 

corridors becoming over populated. Students are expected to stay safe whilst becoming 

independent. 

 Wherever possible external entrances/exits will be used to preclude use of corridors.  

 The school’s ‘Recovery Curriculum’ will be put in place with the first 3 days seeing 

classes remaining with tutors and TAs in form rooms. 
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 The recovery curriculum offer supports both historic Covid-19 related experiences and 

prepares students for continuing issues with social, emotional and mental health and 

health and safety considerations in school, home and their communities. 

 There are numerous posters and reminders around the school, and in each classroom, 

reminding students to stay safe, keep distance and not to share equipment. Catch it, bin 

it, kill it reminders and signs relating to social distancing. 

 Students will be encouraged to hand wash and sanitise regularly throughout the day. 

 Students will be based wherever possible in their form rooms with their teacher and a 

teaching assistant.  Handwashing and hand hygiene will start the moment the students 

alight their taxis. Mobile hygiene units for use on car park and dining room. 

 Handwashing is expected prior to/on arrival at new teaching area 

 Each classroom will have a sanitising station and a lidded pedal bin. 

 The school day has 6 periods, but where possible these have been ‘blocked’ into double 

periods. Period 1 and 2 will wherever possible be English and Maths with form tutors. 

 Break times and lunch times to be staggered with differing specified areas for year 

groups. 

 Lunches will be provided by kitchen staff, unless pupils have packed lunches of their 

own. Delivery by trolley using hot/cold food bags to classrooms. Year 10 will have sole 

use of the dining room. 

 Additional support offers such as the emotional support unit and learning support unit 

will be maintained, but staff will be allocated support times within classrooms to 

minimise movement and encourage adoption of the school’s inclusion ethos. 

 Increased cleaning provision so that during the academic day we will have regular 

targeted spot cleaning of frequent touch points. 

 There is an expectation that everyone wears clean clothes each day. 

 Staff and pupils will not wear PPE or face masks in school, unless guidance changes. 

 Residential offer re-opening from September. Plans are in place and open to expand the 

offer to more pupils over the autumn term.  

Most of the plans we currently have in place will remain in terms of managing potential for the 

virus to spread, the main change being the government’s direction around social distancing and 

their acceptance that this is impossible to guarantee in a school setting. 

Pupils’ individual risk assessments will be under review and any behavioural concerns which 

threaten their safety in line with our whole school risk management plan will necessitate a 

discussion about what the school’s response should be. Some other schools are requesting 

parents/carers sign ‘contracts’ for returning pupils, but we feel that this runs contrary to our 

ethos and would prefer to work alongside parents and carers around any presenting 

difficulties or concerns. 

Parents/carers who have concerns around medical conditions or anxieties that may hinder 

attendance can contact school leaders to discuss how to best manage this. 

Once again, after an exceptionally long 16 weeks, I would like to thank you all very much for 

your patience and support. While the circumstances have been a great cause for concern it has 
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been heart-warming to see the collective response and sense of community and mutual care 

and empathy the crisis has brought out in parents, carers, pupils and staff. 

I trust you are all able to get a break of some sort over the summer period and we can all 

enjoy some nice weather and some ‘normality’. 

Stay safe! 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 

 

 


