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27th August 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Having only just written to you confirming that there were no changes to our plans for 

September it created some concern when there were references made in the press to the 

mandatory wearing of face coverings in schools. 

Having consulted the Academy Trust leadership and having reviewed the guidance offered so 

far it was reassuring that considering use of face coverings will not disrupt our plans at all.   

The guidance states: 

From Sept 1st schools with pupils in Years 7 and above will now have the discretion to require 

face coverings in communal areas where social distancing cannot be safely managed, if they 

believe that it is right in their particular circumstances. 

Examples of circumstances where face coverings might be required by school leaders - in 

communal areas for both pupils and staff include: 

 where the layout of the setting makes it particularly difficult to maintain social 

distancing when staff and pupils are moving around the premises 

 where on top of hygiene measures and the system of controls already recommended, 

permitting the use of face coverings for staff, pupils or other visitors would provide 

additional confidence around the return to full opening.   

Guidance on face coverings can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-

make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own 

To reassure you – we feel we have sufficient plans and structure in place to preclude the 

necessity of face coverings. The timetable, hygiene expectations, movement around school and 

staggered breaks and lunches mean that maintaining social distancing should be adequate. 

As such we are not insisting staff or pupils wear face coverings, but as in the second bullet 

point above, if this promotes ‘additional confidence’ then anyone will be allowed to do so.  

As I commented through the summer term, it is impossible to remove all risks, but I am 

content that we have a robust plan. Doubtlessly plans will need regular review, adjustment and 
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adaptation over the next term but on return I want you to be as comfortable as possible in 

sending your child back. 

The next 3 weeks will certainly see further government guidance/updates and local authority 

advice, plus the national picture may yet change further. Should there be any significant 

changes I will keep you informed of Loxley Hall’s response. 

Please note this ‘Back to School Safely’ leaflet: 

https://www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk/newsletters/1598527478.pdf 

Feel free to contact the school if you have any questions. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 
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