
 
 

Company number 09461655  

 

 

 

 

7th September 2020 

 

Dear parents/carers, 

 

I am sure you will have seen in the news and heard about schools across the country 

which have had to close due to positive tests of pupils or staff. In some cases this has 

been year group bubbles and in other schools this has meant a whole school closure.  

 

I thought it may be helpful for me to explain as simply as possible what our current 

plans entail when we have suspected and/or confirmed positive test(s).  

 

 Current advice is that 2 positive tests would necessitate a closure. Whether this 

is staff or pupils. 

 We are operating as a whole school bubble (it is not feasible or practicable to 

have year group bubbles with all pupils on site). This is approximately 150 pupils 

and staff. 

 When we have a report of a pupil/family displaying symptoms we follow our 

procedures in contacting the Health, Safety and Wellbeing Team, they may then 

refer us to the Local Outbreak Control Team who will offer advice. 

 Pupils who display symptoms will need to self-isolate. Pupils who test positive will 

need to self-isolate. 

 If a family member has symptoms, all members of the household should isolate 

for 14 days. Anyone displaying symptoms within this time should isolate for 10 

days from the day of first showing symptoms. 

 If a family member displays symptoms they should request a test and follow 

further advice. 

 The decision of a school closure rests with the headteacher, who would follow the 

advice given by Public Health England. If this decision was reached 

parents/carers would be informed at the earliest opportunity.   

 

If you are uncertain about what to do should your child be ill, call 119 for advice. Please 

then also contact school to explain the situation. 

Loxley Hall School 

incorporating Loxley@Armitage 

CEO:  Mr R Redgate 

Headteacher:  Mr D Bownds 

Loxley Hall School 

Stafford Road, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire.  ST14 8RS 

Email:  office@loxley.manorhall.academy  

Website: www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk  

Tel:   01889 723050 
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Current guidance says that you should not send your child to school if they display the 

recent onset of any of the following: 

 a new continuous cough 

 a high temperature (37.8 degrees or higher) 

 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 

A new continuous cough is where your child: 

 has a new cough that’s lasted for an hour 

 has had 3 or more episodes of coughing in 24 hours 

 is coughing more than usual 

 

A high temperature is feeling hot to the touch on your child’s chest or back (you don’t 

need to measure your temperature). They may feel warm, cold or shivery. 

 

Please note the attached information below for further advice. If any of this is 

confusing for you we will try our best to help. 

 

Inevitably this type of guidance will impact and affect our staff team also, with their 

own children attending schools across the county. As such we will likely see occasions 

when staff members will need to isolate and be tested themselves. In such a situation 

we will endeavour to ensure all pupils can continue to attend, but we have to also consider 

our ability to operate safely as well.  

 

If we are effected by staff absences we will manage class groups with short term 

changes to timetables and, if necessary, combining class groups. In a circumstance where 

there is no other possible alternative we would look to rotate classes or year groups on 

a daily basis to ensure provision of some offer to all pupils. I would hope to not need any 

other measures and your child can continue to come to school consistently. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 
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Please follow the links for the most up-to-date guidance. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-

about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-

outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-

schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term 

 

 
Main Messages  

(taken from Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 

coronavirus (COVID-19) infection): 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-

at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, self-isolate for at least 10 days 

from when your symptoms started. You should arrange to have a test to see if you 

have COVID-19 – go to testing to arrange. Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or 

hospital. 

If you are not experiencing symptoms but have tested positive for COVID-19, self-

isolate for at least 10 days, starting from the day the test was taken. If you develop 

symptoms during this isolation period, restart your 10-day isolation from the day you 

developed symptoms. 

After 10 days, if you still have a temperature you should continue to self-isolate and 

seek medical advice. You do not need to self-isolate after 10 days if you only have a 

cough or loss of sense of smell or taste, as these symptoms can last for several weeks 

after the infection has gone. See the ending isolation section below for more 

information. 

If you live with others, all other household members need to stay at home and not 

leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first 

person in the household became ill or if they do not have symptoms, from the day their 

test was taken. If anyone else in the household starts displaying symptoms, they need 

to stay at home for at least 10 days from when their symptoms appear, regardless of 

what day they are on in their original 14-day isolation period. The ending isolation 

section below has more information. 

If you have symptoms, try and stay as far away from other members of your 

household as possible. It is especially important to stay away from anyone who is 

clinically vulnerable or clinically extremely vulnerable with whom you share a household. 

Reduce the spread of infection in your home by washing your hands regularly for 20 

seconds using soap and water, or use hand sanitiser, and cover coughs and sneezes. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
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Consider alerting people who you do not live with and have had close contact within the 

last 48 hours to let them know you have symptoms of COVID-19. 

Following a positive test result, you will receive a request by text, email or phone to log 

into the NHS Test and Trace service website and provide information about recent 

close contacts. 

If you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home, or your condition gets worse, 

then use the NHS 111 online COVID-19 service. If you do not have internet access, call 

NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999. 

If you develop COVID-19 symptoms again at any point after ending your first period 

of isolation (self or household), follow the guidance on self-isolation again. The section 

below has further information. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms

