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5th November 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Further to my letter yesterday I thought it may be helpful to offer a bit more detail on the 

information about face coverings. 

 

As a Special School we sit in a slightly different arena to mainstream schools; we do not have 

anywhere near the same number of pupils and have slightly differing rules and expectations – 

this being essential in meeting pupils’ needs. Some of the up-to-date government guidance 

issued does not apply to Special School settings and is often updated at a later date to suit. 

 

The guidance around face coverings in school is currently just that, guidance. We are not 

making it a rule that children must wear face coverings ‘in corridors and communal areas where 

social distancing cannot easily be maintained’. We are instead suggesting that this is best 

practice by every person on site and is something we should all encourage as a ‘community 

effort’. 

 

Given the social, emotional and behavioural challenges of our students it would be fruitless to 

try and enforce this as a rule, especially if it creates conflict or ill feeling. There are lots of 

Covid-safe practices in place and movement of pupils in corridors and communal areas is very 

limited. In many respects the greatest demand around face coverings is on staff who are more 

likely to move around the school site and through communal areas. 

 

I would be grateful for your support in encouraging your child to cooperate in this, even if it 

only accounts for a very small part of their day. Communicated effectively it could offer a 

valuable leaning opportunity for all in taking account of others’ needs. 

 

To be clear – pupils or staff are NOT currently advised to wear face coverings in the 

classroom. This will not be implemented unless government guidance states otherwise. This 

said I have previously stated that if this makes any pupil feel safer and happier, then they are 

allowed to do so. 

 

As ever, please call if you have any concerns or questions. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Loxley Hall School 

incorporating Loxley@Armitage 

CEO:  Mr R Redgate 

Headteacher:  Mr D Bownds 

Loxley Hall School 

Stafford Road, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire.  ST14 8RS 

Email:  office@loxley.manorhall.academy  

Website: www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk  

Tel:   01889 723050 
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