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21st December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please accept my apologies for contacting you so close to Christmas, especially with a long 

letter like this!  

I am sure you will have seen in the news the DfE’s announcement that all secondary age pupils 

will be offered Lateral Flow Testing for Covid-19 from January 2021. They have recommended 

that secondary aged pupils have a staggered return to school, with all but exam year groups 

staying at home for the first week of the New Year (4th – 8th January 2021). 

Having received the new guidance late on the day school closed, I have waited until today to 

take stock of the situation and review the guidance in light of the changes to Christmas 

arrangements and tiers over the weekend. Thankfully the guidance around secondary aged 

pupils does not affect us at Loxley Hall. 

The guidance states: 

“All pupils in special schools or alternative provision are expected to attend from the 

week commencing 4 January.” 

You can read the full guidance here. 

Like me, I am sure this is a relief to you, however it does still present us with potential 

difficulties I wanted you to be aware of. 

Firstly the closure of mainstream secondary schools will likely impact our staffing as teachers 

and support staff inevitably have their own struggles with childcare, especially in light of 

Staffordshire remaining in Tier 3.  Secondly we have no way of predicting further impact of 

any staff or students returning positive test results or showing symptoms. This of course 

would result in the necessary 10 days of isolation. 

I have met with the school’s leadership team today to discuss how we will manage this. Our key 

concern will be maintaining a full offer for all pupils, so to ensure this well in advance we will 

be cancelling the residential offer for at least Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th. Doing so will 

release the residential staff team into school to cover any absences and afford us time to 

consider how to manage the rest of the first week. If possible we will open residence for the 

Wednesday 6th and Thursday 7th.  
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Therefore we will be expecting all pupils in all year groups to attend from Monday 4th 

January. 

Lateral Flow Testing: 

Inevitably many of our pupils will be incredibly anxious at the thought of being tested, plus the 

guidance takes no account of some of the factors affecting a school like Loxley Hall. For 

example it is not clear how we would manage pupils for the 30 minute wait for the result after 

testing, or how we would return the children home who test positive – these are just two of 

the type of questions we have yet to have answered. 

To reassure you and your child – we will not institute testing of children at Loxley until I 

am fully persuaded we can do so safely and in a manner which does not adversely affect the 

safe running of the school. 

I will also stress that once we have established a safe and effective method of delivering pupil 

testing, it will be voluntary. The only pupils tested on-site will be the ones who are willing to do 

so and have parental permission. No child will be made to have a test. 

Reporting of symptoms in the holidays: 

To remind you that if your child shows symptoms over the remainder of the holiday you should 

now contact Test and Trace, details are below. 

 

Symptoms requiring a test: 

- a high temperature 

- a new, continuous cough 

- lost sense of smell or taste or it’s changed 

 

Test and Trace guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works  

Call 119 or book a test here: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

Again, please accept my apologies for contacting you so close to Christmas, but I felt it may at 

least offer you some clarity of the New Year arrangements with as much notice as possible. 

Despite the impact of the recent changes to Christmas plans I sincerely hope you have an 

enjoyable and relaxed time. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 
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