
 
 

Company number 09461655  

 

 

 

 

30th December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I trust you were all able to have a safe, relaxed and enjoyable Christmas. I apologise once 

again for contacting you in a school holiday, but I am sure you are aware that there is a lot in 

the news at the moment about rising Covid rates, changing tiers and Lateral Flow Testing of 

pupils. The DfE have recommended that secondary aged pupils have a staggered return to 

school, with all but exam year groups staying at home for the first week of the New Year (4th 

– 8th January 2021). 

The newest guidance around secondary schools states that Special Schools should plan for full 

time attendance, so staggered returns do not affect us at Loxley Hall. 

The DfE guidance says: 

“All specialist settings and alternative provision schools or settings should plan for full-time 

on-site provision for all pupils from the start of term. Those with secondary-age children are 

encouraged to take up the offer to test their pupils.” 

 

However the NHS guidance on testing of pupils also says: 

 

“We will provide separate guidance on SEND for pupils, students and educational settings.” 

 

In light of this, unless I am informed otherwise, Loxley Hall will open to all pupils next 

week from Monday 4th January, but we will not be testing pupils until we receive more 

information. Also as I mentioned previously, we will not institute testing of children at 

Loxley until I am fully persuaded we can do so safely and in a manner which does not 

adversely affect the safe running of the school. 

 

The only factor which will prevent all pupils accessing school next week will be staffing ratios 

should any staff need to make arrangements for their own children who may be unable to 

attend their own schools. Loxley Hall’s senior leadership team will review this over the 

weekend and again on Monday to ensure we can operate safely and effectively.   

 

Please note below a template letter to you recommended by the DfE. I have adapted it slightly 

to suit our circumstances. The permission slip relates to possible testing at a later date. 

By completing and returning these we can be best prepared should we make the move to start 

testing.  

 

Loxley Hall School 

incorporating Loxley@Armitage 

CEO:  Mr R Redgate 

Headteacher:  Mr D Bownds 

Loxley Hall School 

Stafford Road, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire.  ST14 8RS 

Email:  office@loxley.manorhall.academy  

Website: www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk  

Tel:   01889 723050 

  

  

  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-and-childcare-settings-return-in-january-2021/schools-and-childcare-settings-return-in-january-2021
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/947799/schools_and_colleges_testing_handbook.pdf
mailto:office@loxley.manorhall.academy
http://www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk/
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If any new information or guidance comes to light in the next few days before the Spring term 

starts, I will contact you again. 

 

Have a very Happy New Year! 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 

 
NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for staff and Pupils 

We are working to keep schools as safe as possible. You may have heard that testing for those 
without coronavirus symptoms is beginning across the country using new, quicker COVID-19 tests 
known as ‘lateral flow tests’.  

Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and pupils to 
remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. 
By testing we will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep schools open as safely as possible. 
The test is voluntary. 

We will be testing all staff and pupils who want to participate if and when this directed by the 
government.    

You can see an instructional leaflet with some more information here.  

If you are happy for your child to be tested, please fill in the form below and the enclosed consent 
statement and return it to the school office via email.  A word version can be found on the school 
website. 

Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy 
using a swab of your nose and throat. For under 18s, staff can oversee the swab process. 

Results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be shared directly with staff and pupils 
participating. Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be informed. 

We know these tests work - in validation studies conducted by Oxford University and Public Health 
England, they were shown to be as accurate in identifying a case as a PCR test (99.68% specificity). 
The tests have lower sensitivity but they are better at picking up cases when a person has higher 
viral load, hence the need to test frequently. 

Testing will be offered free of charge. 

A permission slip with additional information can be found at the top of the list here. If you have 
any difficulties accessing this please contact school and we can send a paper copy or via email. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/946612/How_to_do_your_test_COVID_19_instruction_leaflet_for_schools.pdf
https://www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk/information/newsletters

