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31st December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Apologies for contacting you again so soon. Like many other parents, carers and education 

staff you may have been confused and frustrated by the news yesterday around secondary 

school closures; this seemingly contradicting previous guidance around a ‘staggered return’. 

Having reviewed the updated guidance this morning it appears the difference on whether 

schools are open or closed depends on the local authority. In an email received from the DfE it 

says: 

“Alternative provision and special schools will all return to face-to-face education from 

the start of term as planned, with individual special schools being offered greater flexibility 

on face-to-face attendance of pupils and students in the first week of term.” 

I have not had any advice to suggest we should fully or partially close. However, I am conscious 

that staff who have to isolate or manage their own childcare will impact our staffing ratios 

over the next few weeks. This may impact some classes at some point. As you can see in the 

table below it states a “Return to School is encouraged” for Special Schools. 

 

Loxley Hall School 

incorporating Loxley@Armitage 

CEO:  Mr R Redgate 

Headteacher:  Mr D Bownds 

Loxley Hall School 

Stafford Road, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire.  ST14 8RS 

Email:  office@loxley.manorhall.academy  

Website: www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk  

Tel:   01889 723050 
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So unless I am specifically directed to do otherwise: 

Loxley Hall School will be open to receive pupils on Monday 4th January. 

Thank you to those of you who have contacted me to seek clarification, it is a very confusing 

situation and I, like you, have been frustrated by the lack of specific guidance or empathy for 

Special School pupils.  

 

If you have any concerns or difficulties in your child returning to school next week please rest 

assured that we will take account of your individual circumstances and manage the situation as 

sympathetically as possible. If there are any factors which may affect your child’s attendance 

please let us know by emailing office@loxley.manorhall.academy or text 07592003813 – please 

include your child’s full name if you do so. 

 

If the situation or advice changes in the next few days I will let you know. 

 

Once again, have a very Happy New Year! 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 
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