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14th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Following updated guidance from the DfE for Special Schools received yesterday the Manor 

Hall Academy Trust has issued the following statement. 

Manor Hall Academy Operating Guidance during the National Lockdown 

On site provision for our pupils is provided wherever possible and appropriate. 

A shared decision about the appropriateness of a place should be made in co-production with young people, 

parents/carers and families and where applicable the LA and social workers and other relevant partners. 

Such decisions should be regularly reviewed in line with safeguarding and duty of care principles. 

Schools must comply with health and safety law, which requires them to assess risks and put in place proportionate 

control measures. 

Pupil level risk assessments, although should not be used to filter pupils in and out of attendance, should be used to 

prioritise the provision a pupil should receive if full-time provision is not possible. This is particularly the case where 

schools may encounter circumstances where they cannot provide their usual provision due to staffing ratios or with the 

absence of staff providing specialist interventions and support. 

What this means is that Loxley Hall continues to stay open, however we also need to continue 

to consider a number of factors which influence how we manage numbers of pupils on site.  

The key factor is of course effectively managing risks this includes:  

 Our ability to keep pupils safe by having adequate staffing ratios whilst maintaining 

Covid-safe practices and positive behaviour 

 How we balance the on-site provision against the remote learning offer for pupils not in 

school and ensuring effective safeguarding processes can be followed 

To manage these factors the senior leadership have developed an Environmental Risk 

Assessment and examined a matrix of needs to inform what sort of offer we can sustain. We 

have also spoken to all parents and carers to discuss whether pupils should be in school or are 

safer at home. 

I would reiterate that parents and carers can choose to keep their child at home if they feel 

that is the safest thing for them without being penalised in any way, the guidance makes this 

clear. I know this was a concern for some of you. 
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I should stress that while we are keen to support all pupils as best as possible, we have must 

find the correct, balanced approach to ensure all pupils and staff can be kept safe.  

Now that we have been in touch with you to discuss your child’s individual needs we will look at 

revising our plans to produce the best offer. If your circumstances change please inform us as 

soon as possible so we can discuss alternatives. 

If you have told us that you feel your child would be safer at home please continue to maintain 

contact with us so we can ensure we provide as complete a remote learning package as possible. 

Your feedback is important! 

I hope you are all well, please stay safe. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 


