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25th February 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I am sure you were pleased to hear about schools fully reopening on Monday 8th March. 

Certainly we will be pleased to re-establish a normal school week. I’m sure like me, you 

sincerely hope that this is the last time lockdown measures interrupt the school year! 

 

Below I have outlined some of the current key issues, but as with everything Covid-related in 

the last year there are lots of finer details which I cannot share fully in a letter, so we will 

try and provide the right information to you at the right time and in the best format. As ever, 

if you have any questions please ask! 

 

Monday 8th March - Full return for all pupils: 

As things stand we have a small number of staff who will still be unavailable, either due to 

illness or shielding (which for some continues until the end of March). This should not impact 

immediately on our ability to receive all pupils on Monday 8th March. However, it is worth 

keeping in mind that the threat of Covid, while reduced, is not gone. Therefore isolation 

periods for students or staff testing positive or showing symptoms will remain. So similarly to 

the autumn term, this may from time to time impact on your child. Fortunately in such an 

instance we have an established remote learning offer which can pick up immediately. 

 

Face Coverings: 

New guidance suggests that secondary age pupils should wear face coverings, with some 

exceptions being made for special schools. This is an issue we will necessarily keep under 

review. We would like all pupils to be encouraged to continue to use face coverings where 

possible and appropriate. You can discuss this with your child’s class teacher if you have any 

concerns. 

 

Control measures: 

The guidance states that “The way to control the virus is the same, even with the current new 

variants”, this means that the system of controls in place at the school remain the same. You 

can read a summary here. We will also update the whole school risk assessment accordingly and 

publish this on the website next week. 

 

Attendance: 

The guidance is quite explicit on schools addressing non-attendance after 8th March with some 

of the previously flexibility removed. If you are concerned about this you can contact the 
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Attendance Intervention Manager, Richard Kizis to discuss this 

r.kizis@loxley.manorhall.academy  

 

Clinically Extremely Vulnerable: 

The guidance states that pupils who live with relatives who are clinically extremely vulnerable 

(CEV) or clinically vulnerable (CV) are expected to attend school. CEV pupils will be advised by 

their doctor as to whether to shield or not. 

 

Lateral Flow Testing: 

If you recall we sent permission slips out in the autumn term regarding testing of students. 

We are reviewing the advice on this as we have concerns about the impact on the school day 

and pupils’ willingness/ability to carry out the tests. Mr Snowden, the Deputy Head will be 

writing to you about this to offer more clarity soon. 

 

Thank you all again for your continued patience and resilience through a very difficult period, 

hopefully as we approach spring and the Easter holidays we will see life increasingly return to 

normal. Please continue to keep in contact with us and updated on your circumstances, this will 

help greatly in getting you child back in the rhythms and routines of the school week over the 

next 6 weeks. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 
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