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4th March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Regarding Face Coverings in School from Monday 8th March. 

 

You may be aware that new guidance has been issued to school relating to the use of face 

coverings – you can see that here: Face Coverings in Education Settings there is an explanation 

at the bottom of page 4 of ‘what a face covering is’. 

 

You may recall that I referenced the new guidance when I wrote to you last week. It suggests 

that secondary age pupils should wear face coverings, with some exceptions being made for 

special schools.  

 

We would like all pupils to be encouraged to continue to use face coverings where possible and 

appropriate. Please can you discuss this with your child as the guidance and Operational 

Guidance for Special Schools clearly recommends that face coverings should be worn: 

 

“…by adults and children when moving around the premises outside of classrooms, such 

as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. 

Face coverings do not need to be worn by pupils or students when outdoors on the 

premises. 

 

In addition, we now also recommend in those schools that face coverings should be worn 

in classrooms/during activities unless social distancing can be maintained. This does not 

apply in situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to take 

part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons…. 

 

…These measures will be in place until Easter.” 

 

Clearly we would anticipate that as many pupils and staff as possible follow these 

recommendations as closely as possible as frequently as possible. However, being realistic in 

our specialist setting we are aware that this could be problematic for some pupils.  

 

Staff will support and challenge pupils to adhere to these recommendations, but never at the 

cost of good order or in the circumstance where doing so would cause distress or anxiety to 

the pupil.  
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We would very much appreciate your support in taking a balanced and proportionate approach 

to applying these recommendations. Please discuss this with your child’s class teacher or 

keyworker if your child is struggling to adhere to the guidance. 

 

I trust you are well and looking forward to the full reopening of schools next week. Please feel 

free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr D Bownds 

Headteacher 


