
 

 

 

 

3/1/2022 

Dear Parent / Carer, I hope that you have had a restful break and that all members of your 

family are safe and well. As you may be aware in response to the prevalence of the Omicron 

variant of COVID-19 in the UK, the Government have announced updates for schools starting 

back in January 2022 which are shared below:  

Update to the use of face coverings. Face coverings should be worn in classrooms as well as 

communal areas in all settings by staff, visitors, and students in year 7 and above, unless they 

are exempt. Pupils in year 7 or above should continue to wear face coverings on dedicated school 

transport, unless they are exempt.  

Update to self-isolation period for positive cases and close contacts. We again encourage 

you to closely monitor the health of your children as we know you have been doing. Thank you for 

continuing to test twice weekly at home using LFD Tests. In the event of a positive test and or 

the main symptoms associated with COVID-19 it is important that a PCR test is completed and 

that pupils isolate until the result is known. Symptoms for omicron have included runny nose, 

headache, fatigue, sneezing and sore throat. 

 Positive Cases Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for anyone 

who records a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most 

circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason. Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 

6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no 

longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier 

than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these 

test results are negative, and individuals do not have a high temperature, the self-isolation may 

be ended after the second negative test result allowing return to the education setting from 

day 8. Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10-day period of 

self-isolation. Further information is available here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-

guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 Close Contacts  Where pupils are close contacts it is best that they isolate and learn remotely 

from home whilst awaiting a result from a PCR test. Alternatively, individuals who are fully 

vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, identified 

as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, can take an LFD test every day for seven days 

and continue to attend their setting as normal. 

Testing in school As required by the DfE , we will be supervising self-administered test on 

Tuesday and Wednesday as part of the phased return for pupils. Years 7-9 on Tuesday and 

Y10/11 on Wednesday.  If any pupil tests positive we will inform you immediately so that 
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arrangements can be made to return those positive tested pupils home, so that they can then 

acquire a PCR test. 

Please encourage your child to follow the guidance and help us to keep children in school by 

reducing the number of infections for both pupils and staff. 

Thank-you and a very Happy New Year to you all.  

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr M Snowden 

Head of School 


