
 

 

 

 

3rd December 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

With recent long term forecasts suggesting this will be a particularly harsh 

winter I am writing to explain Loxley Hall’s stance on school closure.  

 

We are unique in many respects as we serve the whole of Staffordshire which 

covers a large geographical area. As such it can often be that roads in one part 

of the county are impassable, while other areas are clear of snow and ice and 

remain perfectly useable. Added to the long distances some taxis have to drive 

to drop pupils off we also have to consider that our staff team come from 

equally far and wide. 

 

In the circumstance where weather is bad in Uttoxeter I will consult with the 

school’s Facilities Manager as early as possible to ensure the school site is 

accessible. In the instance where it is not for any reason possible to clear the 

site parents and carers will be informed as soon as possible. This may involve 

phone calls and text messages being made between 6.30 and 7.30a.m. 

 

Where the forecast and reports indicate heavy snow and ice in specific parts of 

the county taxis will be instructed to only pick pupils up if they are confident in 

being able to transport successfully in both directions. This has been a source 

of frustration in the past for some parents/carers but we hope you can 

appreciate I have limited influence in this decision making. 

 

Other factors which may inform the decision to close school site for a full or 

part of a day could include: 

 

- Amber or red weather warnings forecasting travel safety issues. If pupils 

are in school this may necessitate a decision being made while roads are 

passable. 

- Travel conditions for staff which would influence the school’s ability to 

manage pupils and  e.g. safe staffing ratios or kitchen staff being 

unavailable and therefore unable to provide meals 

- If weather affects the school’s heating and hot water systems or other 

unforeseen defects caused by inclement weather. 
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I am keen to explain these scenarios to you so that in such an event you 

understand why we have done so, but this is not an exhaustive list.  

 

We will endeavour at all times to make the best informed decision as it is not in 

the pupils’, staff or parents/carers’ interests to close the school for any reason. 

Please rest assured that if I am to make this decision at any point it is based on 

the most up-to-date information to hand and supported by other senior staff 

and governors. 

 

It is important to remember that the main priority in managing such a difficult 

decision is primarily about the safety of pupils, particularly those with long 

journeys to school. 

 

Any closures will be reported on the school’s website 

www.loxleyhall.staffs.sch.uk and on Staffordshire County Council’s website  

https://apps2.staffordshire.gov.uk/sln/schoolclosures/  

 

Thank you for your support in this. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

David Bownds 

Headteacher 
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